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News & Notes

The Senate Appropriations 
Committee approved the U.S. 
Department of Education’s fiscal 
year 2019 budget on a 30-1 vote in 
June. The House Appropriations 
Committee approved a compet-
ing education spending bill on a 
30-22 vote on July 11. The commit-
tees are working to reconcile the 
bills’ differences, and Senate and 
House leaders in mid-summer were 
considering moving a final educa-
tion spending measure through the 
process as part of a broader bill that 
included the annual Department of 
Defense spending bill. If this effort 
stalls, Congress will most likely wait 
until after November elections to 
complete the process. 



Also in July, the Senate and House 
approved legislation (S. 3217) to 
update the Perkins Career and 
Technical Education Act, which has 
not been reauthorized since 2006. 
The act makes notable changes to 
the law but does not dramatically 
reshape the federal CTE investment. 
These changes include improve-
ments sought by NASBE, includ-
ing a focus on promoting stronger 
education and business partnerships 
to ensure students are equipped 
with valuable skills, expanding 
dual and concurrent enrollment 
opportunities, and investing in CTE 
educators and classrooms.  



The full Senate approved the pres-
ident’s nomination of Frank Brogan 
to lead ED’s Office for Elementary 
and Secondary Education. Brogan 
most recently served as chancellor 
of the Pennsylvania State System of 
Higher Education. Jason Botel, the 
current acting assistant secretary, 
is expected to continue serving 

as deputy assistant secretary. The 
Senate also approved the nomina-
tion of Scott Stump to lead the 
Office of Career, Technical, and 
Adult Education and the nomina-
tion of James Blew to serve as assis-
tant secretary of the department’s 
Office of Planning, Evaluation, and 
Policy Development.



Following months of negotiations, 
the House narrowly passed (213-
211) a Republican plan for updating 
the nation’s farm, rural development, 
and nutrition programs. Twenty 
Republicans joined all Democrats 
in opposing the measure. The full 
Senate approved a separate, bipar-
tisan farm bill (the Agriculture 
Improvement Act) to update 
programs like the School Lunch Act. 
The Senate’s action clears the way for 
House-Senate conference negotia-
tions to develop a final bill for the 
two bodies to consider. 



In June, the Trump administra-
tion proposed restructuring the 
federal government, including 
combining the Departments of 
Education and Labor into an agency 
called the Department of Education 
and the Workforce. This new 
department would have four areas 
of focus: K-12 education, workforce 
and higher education (including 
the federal student aid programs), 
enforcement of labor and civil rights 
laws, and research. Although House 
and Senate committee leaders had 
mixed reactions, Congress is not 
expected to approve the proposal, 
given that 60 votes would be 
required to move the bill through 
the Senate, and Senate Democrats 
appear disinclined to support it. 
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Oklahoma
Alabama
Kentucky
Kansas
Arizona
Utah
Wisconsin
North Carolina
West Virginia
Mississippi
Idaho
Michigan
Texas
New Mexico
Arkansas
Florida
Virginia
Iowa
Louisiana
Nevada
Maine
Georgia
South Carolina

Colorado
Pennsylvania

Nebraska
New Jersey

Missouri
Maryland

Illinois
Oregon

Montana
New Hampshire

Ohio
Rhode Island

Vermont
Minnesota

Massachusetts
Tennessee
California
New York
Delaware

South Dakota
Connecticut
Washington

Alaska
North Dakota

 -26.9%
     -14.2%
      -13.1%
      -13.0%
       -12.8%
        -11.9%
          -10.6%
             -9.9%
              -9.5%
              -9.2%
               -8.5%
               -8.4%
               -8.2%
                  -6.6%
                    -5.1%
                    -4.9%
                    -4.7%
                     -4.1%
                      -3.6%
                      -3.3%
                       -3.1%
                        -2.1%
                          -0.5%

Percent change in state formula funding* per student, in�ation adjusted,
�scal years 2008–2017

Percent change in state formula funding* per student, 
inflation adjusted, fiscal years 2008–2017

Table 1. State General Funding per Student Still 
Lower than 2008 in 23 States

* General or formula funding is the primary form of state K-12 funding.  
States also typically provide revenue for other, more specific purposes, such as 
bus transportation and contributions to school employees and pension plans.
Note:  Hawaii, Indiana, and Wyoming are excluded because the data neces-
sary to make a valid comparison are not available.
Source: Michael Leachman et al., "After Nearly a Decade, School Investments 
Still Way Down in Some States" (Washington, DC: Center on Budget and 
Policy Priorities, October 2016). Reprinted with permission.




