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According to sealofbiliteracy.org, all 
states but one have adopted a seal 

of biliteracy for inclusion on high school 
diplomas. When the Montana Board 
of Public Education adopted its seal in 
2021, we were one of the last states to 
take the leap. There was much to consid-
er: Should the Montana legislature lead 
the effort? Should we wait until federal 
funding was allocated? How can the 
Montana Board of Public Education ever 
support such a huge undertaking? Yet 
Montana has a large Native American 
and rural population of students who 
do not always have access to language 
programs. At the end of the day, the 
board decided that adopting the seal of 
biliteracy was too important to wait for 
all the stars to align. 

The Montana Association of Language 
Teachers began advocating in November 
2020 for Montana’s adoption of a seal, 
meeting with the state board and other 
education organizations. In July 2021, 
the board voted unanimously to approve 
the seal of biliteracy and asked that 
an advisory committee be formed to 
determine criteria for implementation. 
In August 2021, the Montana Seal of 
Biliteracy Advisory Committee conduct-
ed their first meeting with representa-
tives from the language teachers associa-
tion, higher education, K-12 schools, the 
Montana Office of Public Instruction, 
and American Indian language and 
cultural specialists. 

The committee has since made 
recommendations to the board covering 
proficiency standards, pathway awards, 

award levels, criteria, application, award 
design, and timeline. The committee 
did not want to recreate the wheel, so 
they leaned on existing research and on 
policies and procedures that had proved 
successful in other states but also fit 
within the context of Montana’s local-
control context.

Currently, the committee is working 
on implementation procedures with 
districts that choose to offer the seal to 
their students. For example, they are 
considering what tracking is needed to 
determine program success, following 
up with districts and with students who 
have received the seal, and how they 
might revise the program in response to 
what is learned during implementation. 

There are many questions still to 
consider: How many students have 
achieved the seal and at what levels, 
how many districts have procedures 
for helping their students attain it, how 
many districts choose not to implement 
the program and why, which languages 
are most popular with students receiving 
seals and should less popular languages 
be promoted, and how many students 
complete their language learning online 
versus in their brick-and-mortar schools? 

Although funding is uncertain and 
final details of implementation have yet 
to be determined, the committee and the 
board know that the seal is important for 
our students and marks their readiness 
to engage a globalized world. We owe 
it to them to recognize their academic 
successes in biliteracy.  

Adopting a Seal of Biliteracy: A State Perspective 


