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Alabama Partisan ballot SBE appoints Governor serves as 
president 8, plus governor 4 Constitution SBE SBE 

Alaska Governor appoints; 
legislature confirms 

SBE appoints with 
approval by governor SBE elects 

7, plus 2 nonvoting 
members, including 1 

student 
5 Statute SBE SBE 

Arizona 
Governor appoints 

with consent of 
Senate, except CSSO 

Partisan ballot SBE elects 11 including 1 
teacher 4 Constitution SBE SBE 

Arkansas Governor appoints; 
Senate confirms SBE appoints SBE elects 9, plus nonvoting 

teacher of the year 7 Statute SBE SBE 

California 

Governor appoints 
10 with advice and 
consent of Senate. 

president pro 
tempore 1, speaker 

of the house 1; 1 
elected 

commissioner 

Governor appoints; 
Senate confirms  

SBE elects 13, including 1 voting 
student  4 Constitution PSC SBE 

Colorado Partisan ballot SBE appoints SBE elects 9 6 Constitution SBE SBE 

Connecticut 

Governor appoints 
with advice and 

consent of General 
Assembly 

SBE makes 
recommendation; 
governor appoints 

Governor appoints 11, plus 2 nonvoting 
students  4  Statute SBE SBE 

Delaware 
Governor appoints; 

Senate confirms 
 

Governor appoints  Governor appoints 
7, plus 1 nonvoting 
student and former 
teacher of the year 

6 Statute SBE SBE 

Florida 
Governor appoints; 

Senate confirms 
 

SBE appoints SBE elects 7 4 Constitution SBE SBE 

Georgia 

Governor appoints, 
with consent of 

Senate 
 

Partisan ballot SBE elects 14, plus nonvoting 
teacher of the year 7 Constitution PSC SBE 

https://50constitutions.org/al/constitution/section-id-66688
https://statutes.laws.com/alaska/title-44/chapter-44-27/article-1/sec-44-27-10/
https://www.azleg.gov/viewDocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/const/11/3.htm
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=b4c087a3-bfb7-44a4-b5ec-ffbafb22bc7a&nodeid=AAGAACAACAABAAC&nodepath=%2fROOT%2fAAG%2fAAGAAC%2fAAGAACAAC%2fAAGAACAACAAB%2fAAGAACAACAABAAC&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=6-11-101.+Members.&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpath=%2fshared%2fdocument%2fstatutes-legislation%2furn%3acontentItem%3a6G0T-WK60-R03N-Y0D2-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=a68f8e48-a22b-4773-b1ae-67443652e665
https://50constitutions.org/ca/constitution/section-id-62599
https://50constitutions.org/co/constitution/section-id-71443
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2023/pub/chap_163.htm#sec_10-1
https://delcode.delaware.gov/title14/c001/sc01/
https://50constitutions.org/fl/constitution/section-id-65218
https://50constitutions.org/ga/constitution/section-id-80971
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Hawaii 
Governor appoints 

with advice and 
consent of Senate 

SBE appoints 
Governor appoints 

chair; SBE elects vice 
chair 

9, plus 2 nonvoting 
members, including 1 

student  
3 Constitution PSC SBE 

Idaho 

Governor appoints 7 
with consent of 

Senate; CSSO also 
serves 

Partisan ballot SBE appoints 8 5 Constitution SBE SBE 

Illinois 
Governor appoints 

with consent of 
Senate 

Governor proposes; 
SBE appoints 

Governor appoints 
chair; SBE elects vice 

chair 
9 4 Constitution SBE SBE 

Indiana 

Governor appoints 
8; speaker of the 

House 1; president 
pro tempore 1; CSSO 

also serves 

Governor appoints CSSO serves as chair 11 4 Statute SEA SBE 

Iowa Governor appoints; 
Senate confirms Governor appoints  

SBE elects (2 year 
term) 

9, plus 1 nonvoting 
student 6 Statute PSC SBE 

Kansas Elected SBE appoints SBE elects 10 4 Constitution SBE SBE 

Kentucky 
Governor appoints; 

Senate confirms 
 

SBE appoints SBE elects 
11, plus 4 nonvoting 
members, including 
student and teacher 

4 Statute PSC SBE 

Louisiana 

8 elected by 
nonpartisan ballot; 
governor appoints 
3; Senate confirms 

SBE appoints SBE elects 11 4 Constitution SBE SBE 

Maine Governor appoints 
 Governor appoints  SBE elects 9, plus 2 nonvoting 

students 5 Statute SBE SEA 

Maryland 

Governor appoints 
13 with advice and 
consent of Senate; 

teachers elect  
1 teacher 

SBE appoints SBE elects 
14 including 1 

teacher, parent, and 
student  

4 Statute SBE SBE 

Massachusetts 
Governor appoints 

6; 4 voting ex officio 
members, 1 student 

SBE appoints, with 
approval from 

secretary 
Governor appoints  

11 including 1 voting 
parent and 1 voting 

student 
5 Statute SBE SBE 

https://50constitutions.org/hi/constitution/section-id-82187
https://50constitutions.org/id/constitution/section-amendment-id-57081
https://50constitutions.org/il/constitution/section-id-88687
https://codes.findlaw.com/in/title-20-education/in-code-sect-20-19-2-2-2/
https://law.justia.com/codes/iowa/title-vii/chapter-256/section-256-3/
https://ksrevisor.gov/kanconst/093_006_0003.html
https://law.justia.com/codes/kentucky/2006/156-00/029.html
https://50constitutions.org/la/constitution/section-id-70171
https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/20-a/title20-Asec401.html
https://law.justia.com/codes/maryland/education/division-ii/title-2/subtitle-2/section-2-202/
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleII/Chapter15/section1e
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Michigan Partisan ballot SBE appoints SBE elects 8, plus 1 nonvoting 
teacher 8 Constitution CSSO SBE 

Minnesota None Governor appoints  NA NA NA None PSC CSSO 

Mississippi 

Governor appoints 
5; lt. gov. appoints 2; 
speaker of the house 

appoints 2 

SBE appoints SBE elects 
9 including 1 teacher, 

plus 2 nonvoting 
students 

9 Constitution SBE SBE 

Missouri 
Governor appoints, 

with advice and 
consent of Senate  

SBE appoints SBE elects 8, plus 1 nonvoting 
teacher 8 Constitution SBE SBE 

Montana 
Governor appoints; 

Senate confirms 
 

Partisan ballot SBE elects 
7, plus 4 nonvoting 

members including 1 
student  

7 Constitution SBE SBE 

Nebraska Nonpartisan ballot SBE appoints SBE elects 8 4 Constitution SBE SBE 

Nevada 

4 elected; governor 
appoints 3, 2 of 

whom the legislature 
nominates; governor 
appoints 4 nonvoting 

members 

Governor appoints 
from 3 nominees 

SBE provides 
SBE elects 

7 including 1 teacher 
and 1 parent, plus 4 
nonvoting members, 
including 1 student 

4 Statute PSC SBE 

New 
Hampshire 

Governor and 
executive council 

appoints 

Governor appoints 
after consulting SBE; 

council confirms 
Governor appoints  7 4 Statute SBE SBE 

New Jersey 

Governor appoints, 
with advice and 

consent of Senate 
 

Governor appoints, 
with advice and 

consent of Senate 
SBE elects 13, plus 1 nonvoting 

student  6 Statute SBE SBE 

New Mexico None Governor appoints NA NA NA None SEA SEA 

https://50constitutions.org/mi/constitution/section-id-79347
https://50constitutions.org/mi/constitution/section-id-79347
https://50constitutions.org/mo/constitution/section-id-74920
https://50constitutions.org/mt/constitution/section-id-43737
https://50constitutions.org/ne/constitution/section-id-82598
https://law.justia.com/codes/nevada/chapter-385/statute-385-021/
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-hampshire/title-i/chapter-21-n/section-21-n-10/
https://codes.findlaw.com/nj/title-18a-education/
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New York Legislature appoints SBE appoints SBE elects 17 5 Constitution 
and Statute SBE SBE 

North Carolina 

Governor appoints 
and legislature 

confirms 
11; 2 voting ex-

officio members: 
state treasurer and 

lt. gov. 

Partisan ballot SBE elects 
13, plus 2 nonvoting 

students and the 
teacher of the year 

8 Constitution SBE SBE 

North Dakota None Nonpartisan ballot NA NA NA NA PSC CSSO 

Ohio 
Governor appoints 
7 with advice and 
consent of Senate 

SBE appoints SBE elects (2 year 
term) 7 4 Constitution SBE SEA 

Oklahoma 

Governor appoints, 
with advice and 

consent of Senate 
 

Partisan ballot CSSO serves as chair 7 4 Constitution SBE SBE 

Oregon 

Governor appoints; 
Senate confirms; 

SBE appoints 
student 

 

Governor serves as 
superintendent of 

education; appoints 
deputy 

SBE elects 

9, plus 7 nonvoting 
members including 2 

students and 1 
teacher 

4 Statute PSC SBE 

Pennsylvania 

Governor appoints 
17, Senate confirms; 

General Assembly 
appoints 4  

Governor appoints Governor appoints 21, plus 4 nonvoting 
students 6 Statute SBE SBE 

Rhode Island 
Governor appoints 

with advice and 
consent Senate 

Council appoints, 
with advice and 
consent of SBE 

Governor appoints  
17, plus 1 nonvoting 
student and teacher 

of the year 
3 Statute SBE SBE 

South Carolina 
Legislature appoints 

16, governor 
appoints 1 

Partisan ballot SBE elects 17 4 Constitution SBE SBE 

https://newyork.public.law/laws/n.y._education_law_section_202
https://50constitutions.org/nc/constitution/section-id-137877
https://50constitutions.org/oh/constitution/section-amendment-id-143558
https://50constitutions.org/ok/constitution/section-id-86247
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_326.021#google_vignette
https://www.palegis.us/statutes/unconsolidated/law-information/view-statute?SESSYR=1949&SESSIND=0&ACTNUM=014&SMTHLWIND=&CHPT=26B&SCTN=&SUBSCTN=
https://law.justia.com/codes/rhode-island/title-16/chapter-16-60/section-16-60-2/
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/scconstitution/A11.pdf
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South Dakota 
Governor appoints 
with consent of the 

Senate 
Governor appoints  SBE elects 7 4 Statute SBE SBE 

Tennessee 
Governor appoints; 
General Assembly 

confirms 
Governor appoints  

SBE elects (4 year 
term) 

10 including 1 
student and teacher 5 Statute SBE SBE 

Texas Partisan ballot Governor appoints Governor appoints 
(2 year term) 

15 4 Constitution PSC SEA 

Utah Partisan ballot SBE appoints SBE elects 15 4 Constitution SBE SBE 

Vermont 

Governor appoints 
9 voting members 
and 2 nonvoting 
members with 

consent of Senate 

Governor appoints 
from 3 nominees 

SBE provides 

SBE elects (2 year 
term) 

9 including 1 voting 
student, plus 1 

nonvoting student 
and the CSSO 

6 Statute PSC SBE 

Virginia 
Governor appoints; 
General Assembly 

confirms 
Governor appoints SBE elects 9 4 Constitution SBE SBE 

Washington 

Local school board 
members elect 5; 
governor appoints 

and Senate confirms 
7; student group 

selects 2 students; 
private schools elect 
1; CSSO also serves 

Nonpartisan ballot SBE elects 16 including 2 voting 
students  4 Statute PSC CSSO 

West Virginia 

Governor appoints 9, 
with consent of 

Senate; 3 nonvoting 
ex-officio members 

SBE appoints SBE elects 9 9 Constitution SBE SBE 

Wisconsin None Nonpartisan ballot NA NA NA None SEA CSSO 

https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/1-45-6.1
https://law.justia.com/codes/tennessee/title-49/chapter-1/part-3/section-49-1-301/
https://50constitutions.org/tx/constitution/section-id-81292
https://50constitutions.org/ut/constitution/section-id-80699
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/16/003/00161
https://50constitutions.org/va/constitution/section-id-87536
https://wa.elaws.us/rcw/28a.305.021
https://50constitutions.org/wv/constitution/section-id-91278
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Wyoming Governor appoints; 
Senate approves 

Partisan ballot SBE elects 12 including 1 
teacher  6 Statute PSC SBE 

District of 
Columbia Nonpartisan ballot Mayor appoints 

chancellor and CSSO SBE elects 
9, plus 4 students 
(vote recorded w/o 

weight) 
4 Statute CSSO SBE 

Guam 
6 elected at large; 
governor appoints 

3 
SBE appoints SBE elects 

9 including 1 parent, 
plus 2 nonvoting 

members including 1 
student 

3 years for 
appointed, 2 
for elected 

Statute 

  

Northern 
Marianas Elected SBE appoints SBE elects 5, plus 1 nonvoting 

student 4 Constitution 

  

Virgin Islands Elected Governor nominates; 
Senate approves SBE elects 9 4 Statute SBE SBE 

 
SBE = state board of education; SEA = state education agency; CSSO = chief state school officer; PSC = professional standards commission 
 

https://law.justia.com/codes/wyoming/title-21/chapter-2/article-3/section-21-2-301/
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/38-2651
https://law.justia.com/codes/guam/title-17/division-2/chapter-3/
https://cnmilaw.org/pdf/cmc_section/T1/2261.pdf
https://law.justia.com/codes/virgin-islands/2019/title-3/chapter-7/97/

